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But even if I could have come, I do not know that I could
have rendered much assistance, I hold strong, and probably pe-
culiar, views not shared by many of the leaders. I implicitly be-
lieved that if we were to devote our attention exclusively to recruit-
ing, we should gain full responsible government in a year's time, if
not sooner. And instead of allowing our utterly ignorant country-
men to enlist nolens volens, we should get an army of Home Rulers
who could be willing soldiers with the knowledge that they will be
soldiering for the sake of the country. I do, at the same time, be-
lieve that we should declare our opinion about the Montagu-
Chelmsford Scheme in unequivocal terms, we should fix the
minimum of our demands and seek to enforce them at all costs. I
consider the scheme to be good in its conception. It requires much
modification. We should have no difficulty in arriving at a unani-
mous conclusion. I should like a party in the country that would
be simply pledged to these two propositions, helping the Govern-
ment on the one hand in the prosecution of the war, and en-
forcing the national demands on the other.

I do not believe that at a critical moment like this we should
be satisfied with a patched-up truce between the so-called extre-
mists and the so-called moderates, each giving up a little in favour
of the other. I should like a clear enunciation of the policy of
each group or party and naturally those who, by the intrinsic
merit of their case and ceaseless agitation, make themselves a power
in the land will carry the day before the House of Commons.

Tours sincerely,

M. K. GANDHI
From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai's Diary. Courtesy: Narayan Desai

16.   LETTER TO PROF. JEVONS1
August 11, 1918
DEAR  PROF. JEVONS2,
I have gone through your note. I like it in the main. We
should supply as many men as may be needed and this not through
the official agency, but by Home Rule organizations. If we do
this, we have Home Rule.
1 This is in reply to Prof. Jevons* note on "India's Share in the War", in
which he had suggested enhancement of taxes.
2 Herbert Stanley Jevons (1875-1955);   Professor of Political  Economy,
Allahabad University; founder of The Indian Journal of Economics